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The Boonslick Regional Planning Commission 

general membership held its annual meeting 

on Wednesday, December 7, 2016.  Dr. 

Merjjena (Merj) B. Hemp was the guest    

presenter for the evening.  

  

Dr. Hemp holds B.A. and M.A. degrees in 

Communication Studies and a Ph.D in     

Curriculum & Instruction from New Mexico 

State University.  She published her first book Beyond the Shadow of 3000 Pairs of Shoes:  A 

story of Hopelessness, Persistence, and Survival in 2014. The book describes her experiences 

growing up during martial law in the Philippines under the Marcos regime and her life in 

the United States. 

 

Dr. Hemp spoke to the membership 

about the importance of communica-

tion, particularly for elected officials in 

local communities.  She also encour-

aged everyone to take a moment to be 

present and “just breathe” as our lives 

have become so busy. 

 

Currently, Dr. Hemp is working on a project in which she engag-

es communities in hard conversations about how our lives have 

significantly changed after 9/11, as well as pressing issues the 

world is facing today.  Having married a serviceman, Dr. Hemp 

has a strong appreciation for veterans, advocating for them by 

participating in Jump for the Vets.  It is her hope to bring attention 

to the sacrifices and service of veterans and the fact that many of 

them are struggling.  She shared video of some of her skydiving 

experiences with the group.   

 

Dr. Hemp offered a unique perspective concerning being able to 

live in the United States.  This country offers great opportunities 

for individuals to achieve success and realize their dreams.  Not 

everyone in this world is so fortunate. We thank Dr. Hemp for 

her time and for sharing her thoughts with the BRPC membership, and wish her success 

with her future projects.  More information can be seen at http://merjhemp.com/  

Guest speaker Dr. Merjjena (Merj) B. Hemp 
(left)  and BRPC Executive Board members 

Briana & Naomi Davis  
shared their musical 
talent with the group. 



 

 

 
 

 

As we close out the 2016     

calendar year, we remember    

all the activities over the past 

year that BRPC staff were     

involved with, and we are    

mindful and appreciative of the 

opportunity to collaborate with 

our membership on their            

community projects.  

 
Thank you to all who attended 

the annual meeting on December 

7. We had an enjoyable dinner  

as always and an entertaining  

speaker and overview of       

activities for BRPC.    

 
One other worthy mention this 

time of year is the application 

deadline for Community       

Development Block Grant   

funding. It is April 1, 2017 for 

community facilities, general  

infrastructure, and demolition 

projects. BRPC is here to serve 

you. If your community is      

interested in pursuing grant  

funding or if you have additional 

questions about potential projects 

to pursue and would like a staff 

member to attend one of your 

meetings, then please don’t     

hesitate to contact the office at 

(636) 456-3473 or email me at 

ceggen@boonslick.org. 

 
The next BRPC Transportation 

Advisory Committee meeting is 

February 16 and the general 

membership meeting is March 27. 

   

Happy Holidays! 

Director’s  

Update 
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City of Truesdale Mayor Murray Bruer has been a part of the BRPC Executive 

Board since 2009, serving as Chairman since 2013.  At its annual meeting on 

December 7, the organization took a moment to recognize and convey thanks 

to Mayor Bruer for his service. 

At the time Mayor Bruer was elected Chairman, the organization was going 

through transition of new executive directors.  This situation required much 

more involvement.  Mayor Bruer was on hand to meet with staff, interview 

candidates for the position, and make sure the organization was running 

smoothly.  His commitment to Boonslick Regional Planning Commission  

membership and staff is greatly appreciated. 

Mayor Bruer will remain on the executive board as a member.  He will not 

continue holding the office of Chairman in accordance with the organization’s 

bylaws. Results of the December 7 election are as follows:  

     BRPC Executive Board  

   Chairman: Hubert Kluesner, Warren County Associate Commissioner 

   Vice Chair: Steven Deves, Montgomery City Administrator 

   Secretary: Mark Cross, City of Troy Mayor 

   Treasurer: Ryan Poston, Montgomery County Presiding Commissioner 

   Member: Dan Colbert, Lincoln County Presiding Commissioner 

   Member: Murray Bruer, City of Truesdale Mayor 

 

Congratulations!  We appreciate your service and dedication to BRPC. 

 

BRPC Chairman Murray Bruer Honored  

BRPC Executive Director              
Chad Eggen (left) presents 

Chairman Murray Bruer with a 
plaque in recognition of his service. 
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The East Central Missouri Solid Waste Management District  - 

Region I held its annual meeting November 15, 2016.  Wright City 

Economic Development Director Karen Girondo introduced  

EPC, Inc. Vice President Dave Beal, who served as guest presenter 

for the event.  EPC, a national leader in recycling used IT and  

electronic equipment, has just completed construction of a      

state-of-the-art   

facility in Wright 

City.  A short video 

was played which 

showed the 104,000 

sq. ft. building. 

 

Mr. Beal described 

some of the services 

offered by the company, including data security.  EPC serves large 

financial firms, medical facilities and government entities.  They 

have shredders in all facilities and software to securely erase data. 

Being e-Stewards certified, EPC adheres to the highest standards of 

environmental responsibility in recycling electronics.  Mr. Beal   

encouraged those present to contact him if they had questions     

or if they had electronics recycling needs. 

We are pleased to announce that Janet Hickey has been hired  

as the Missouri Job Center of Warrenton Functional Leader.  

Janet began her new duties on November 14, 2016 and will be       

responsible for leadership, direction and administration of 

Workforce Development programs.   

 

Janet has a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management 

& Business Administration and brings over 30 years of           

experience working in communications, project management, 

supervision and training. She has expressed excitement at having 

the opportunity to serve the businesses and job seekers in    

Lincoln, Montgomery, and Warren counties.  Janet can be 

reached at jhickey@boonslick.org .  

 

East Central Missouri Solid Waste Management Program Annual Meeting 

Wright City Economic Development Director 
Karen Girondo introduces the guest presenter 

Guest presenter EPC, Inc. Vice President 
Dave Beal (left) and Region I  SWMD 

Chairman Lon Little (right) 

BRPC Hires New Functional Leader for Missouri Job Center of Warrenton 

Job Center Functional Leader Janet Hickey 

During the holiday season more than ever, our thoughts turn 

gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. 

In this spirit we say, simply but sincerely 

Thank You 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Boonslick Regional Planning Commission 

http://boonslick.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/20161115_122042.jpg
http://boonslick.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Dave-Beal-2.jpg


 

December 

26 BRPC office closed in observance of Christmas 

January 

2 BRPC office closed in observance of New Year’s Day 

6 LORAM Rail Maintenance hiring event, Warrenton Job Center, 8:00 am to Noon 

16 BRPC office closed in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

18 Community Agencies in Partnership meeting, BRPC, 9:30 a.m. 

18 Youth Workshop, Warrenton Job Center, 3:30 to 5:30 

Job Center Workshop Calendar 

The Missouri Job Center in Warrenton offers free workshops for  

job seekers each month.  Please contact us at (636) 456-9467 if you 

are interested in a calendar of events. 
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New Leadership for Recycling Center 

In October, BRPC hired Jim Hunt to be the new manager for 

the East Central Missouri Recycling Center.  Jim is from the  

area and  brings experience as a business owner and manager.  

Having owned J. Hunt Hauling for several years, he is familiar 

with the waste hauling and recycling industries.  He also has  

experience in crew supervision, obtaining 

contracts, payroll and sales.  With a 

strong commitment to customer service, 

Jim looks forward to serving the residents 

who use the recycling center. 
 

A special thanks goes to Steve Shaw who stepped in to run the 

facility with the departure of former manager Chris Walch.  His 

assistance at this time of transition was extremely helpful.  Steve 

has worked part-time at the recycling center since February 

2015.  
 

The East Central Missouri Recycling Center is open Tuesday—Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m., and on Saturdays from 8:00 to Noon.  It serves the residents of Franklin, 

Lincoln, Montgomery & Warren counties.  For a list of items accepted, visit             

http://boonslick.org/recycling-center/ or contact Jim Hunt at jhunt@boonslick.org . 

 

 

Calendar of Events - Contact us for More Information 

East Central Missouri 
Recycling Center 

Manager Jim Hunt 

Steve Shaw 

 

RECYCLE  CHRISTMAS! 
 

Bring your wrapping paper, boxes,  

lights and artificial trees to the  

East Central Missouri Recycling Center  

after the holidays. 


