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The Boonslick Regional Planning Commission general membership held its annual meeting 
on Wednesday, December 9, 2015.  Mr. Bill Severns was the guest presenter for the 
evening.  A former professional baseball player and author of the book “Keepers of the 
Sandlot”,  he currently works as a client liaison for Shafer, Kline & Warren, Inc. 

 
Mr. Severns used stories from his life as a child who wanted to play 
baseball, his career as an athlete, and his experiences coaching little 
league to convey several messages to those in the audience.  He 
spoke about the importance of getting rid of what is holding you 
back, the fact that you can’t do anything if you are afraid and the  
realization that even when you are batting .300 you are failing 70% 
of the time. 
 

With a sense of humor and sincere compassion, Mr. Severns shared life lessons he has 
learned.   He wove stories into a message of how important it is to support each other 
and work  together as communities.  Mr. Severns used several examples of how geese 
work together in flight.  For example, he noted that by flying in formation, the flock adds 
approximately 70% more flying range than if each bird flew alone.  When we have a sense 
of community and focus, we can help each other to achieve our goals. 

BRPC Chairman Murray Bruer thanked those who serve on the organization’s executive 
board for their leadership and time.  He also thanked staff members, expressing apprecia-
tion for their work and dedication through the changes the organization has seen in the 
last few years. 
 
Executive Director Chad Eggen presented a report of the year’s activities.  He invited 
member communities to contact BRPC staff with any concerns or needs and stressed 
that Boonslick Regional Planning Commission is here to serve its membership. 
 

Mr. Bill Severns 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As the calendar year 
comes to a close, we are 
mindful of the many events 
and projects that BRPC 
staff members have collab-
orated on, and we appreci-
ate the opportunity to 
serve our membership. 
 
Thank you to all who   
attended the annual   
meeting on December 9. 
We had an enjoyable    
dinner along with an      
entertaining speaker and 

overview of activities and 
accomplishments for 
BRPC.   
 
Of note, the application 
deadline for Community 
Development Block 
Grants (CDBG) has been 
changed to April 1 for 
community facilities,    
general infrastructure, and 
demolition. BRPC is here 
for you. If your community 
is interested in pursuing 
grant funding or if you 

have additional questions 
and would like a staff    
member to attend one of 
your meetings, then please 
don’t hesitate to contact the 
office at (636) 456-3473 or 
email ceggen@boonslick.org.  
 
The next BRPC Transporta-
tion Advisory Committee 
meeting is February 25 and 
the General Membership 
meeting is March 28.  
 
Happy Holidays! 
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East Central Missouri Solid Waste Management Program Annual Meeting 
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The East Central Missouri Solid Waste Management Dis-
trict, administered by BRPC, held its annual meeting on 
November 10, 2015.  Jean Ponzi, Green Resources Manag-
er at the Missouri Botanical Garden, was the guest speaker 
and presented Recycling Efforts Matter!  In this talk, Jean 
shared examples of economic, social and environmental 
impacts, plus resources the solid waste district community 
can use to boost recycling practices. 
 
Montgom-
ery County 
R-II School 
District 

FFA Advisor Jonathan Hoer was also a guest at the 
meeting.  He brought two students—Aubreigh Allen 
and Josh Hillebrand—who gave a presentation about 
the Montgomery City Scrap Tire Roundup which was 
held in September.  The FFA Chapter assisted the city 
with the event, collecting more than 1,000 tires. 
 

 
 

Boonslick Regional Planning Commission is pleased to announce that 
Maureen Loucks has been hired as a youth workforce specialist.  She 
brings a bachelor of arts and education degree in educational studies and 
experience from the Wentzville R-IV School District. Maureen, along with 
BRPC employee Cindy Schwada, will be working to serve individuals ages 
14-24 in Lincoln, Montgomery and Warren counties.  Through the Youth 
program, eligible participants are provided with guidance in job searching, 
resume development and interviewing techniques.  They are also given 
information regarding college planning, financial aid and budgeting, and can 
be placed with employers to learn valuable work skills.  Maureen can be reached at mloucks@boonslick.org. 

BRPC is also pleased to announce that Heather Schmidt has joined the 
Warrenton Job Center as a workforce specialist. She has an associates of 
applied science degree in psychology and has worked in social services for 
the past few years in the roles of domestic violence advocate and 
paraprofessional for behaviorally challenged youth. Heather, along with 
BRPC employee Dennis James, will be working with the Adult and Dislo-
cated Worker programs.  These programs are designed to assist individuals 
who have barriers to employment or who have been laid off due to a plant 
closure or a reduction in labor force.  Services available  include classroom 

training, support services, subsidized employment and job search assistance. Heather can be reached at  
hschmidt@boonslick.org . 

New Faces at BRPC 

Montgomery Co. R‐II students give presentation. 

Missouri Botanical Garden                               
Green Resources Manager Jean Ponzi  



 

December 

9 BRPC Annual Meeting  

16 Community Agency Partnership Meeting—BRPC, 9:30 a.m. 

17 SSM Job Fair—Missouri Job Center, Warrenton, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

25  BRPC closed in observance of Christmas 

31  East Central Missouri SWMD grant applications due 
 

January 

1 BRPC closed in observance of New Year’s Day 

5 Manpower Job Fair—Missouri Job Center, Warrenton, 1:00 to 3:00 

13 Northeast Coalition for Roadway Safety— BRPC, 9:00 a.m. 

18 BRPC closed in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

19 Manpower Job Fair—Missouri Job Center, Warrenton, 1:00 to 3:00 

20 Community Agency Partnership Meeting—BRPC, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Job Center Workshop Calendar 
The Missouri Job Center in Warrenton offers free workshops for job seek-
ers each month.  Please contact us at (636) 456-9467 if you are interested 
in a calendar of events. 
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Disaster Recovery Jobs Program 

Work has begun with the disaster recovery cleanup in Lincoln and Montgomery 
counties.  Due to heavy spring rains, debris collected under a number of bridges in 
those areas.  Each county provided BRPC staff with a list of identified priorities.  Staff 
then mapped out the bridges and set up a work plan.  
 
Missouri Job Center staff advertised the job opportunity and interviewed those      
individuals who were interested in working on the project.  To date, one crew of six 
has been hired to begin the cleanup.  They have gone through an orientation and   
safety training and will begin working on Wednesday, December 16.  

Calendar of Events - Contact us for More Information 

During the holiday season more than ever, our thoughts turn 
gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. 

In this spirit we say, simply but sincerely 
Thank You  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Boonslick Regional Planning Commission 
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