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The Highway 47 Missouri River Bridge in the photo above is soon to be a part of our  

area’s history.  The structure, which opened in 1936, will be replaced due to its deterio-

rating condition.  Boonslick Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) has been involved in 

the regional meetings regarding replacement of the bridge, and the organization has lent 

its support for the project.  The BRPC Transportation Advisory Committee identified  

replacement of the bridge as an important need for the region. 

 

The existing structure, which links Warren and Franklin Counties, has narrow lanes    

with no shoulders and restrictive weight limits.  The new bridge will be constructed just 

to the west of the existing span and will have two 12’ driving lanes with 10’ shoulders.  

Plans also include a 10’ protected biking/walking path along the west side.  This path will     

connect to one along Highway 47 north of the river which ties into the Katy Trail.      

Alberici Constructors, Inc. will build the new bridge.   

 

Missouri Governor Jay Nixon, along with Franklin and Warren County representatives, 

state leaders, and MoDOT officials, joined for a groundbreaking ceremony on August 12, 

2016  for the new Highway 47 Missouri River Bridge.  A large crowd attended the event. 

Visit http://boonslick.org/ to see video clips of comments made by Governor Jay Nixon 

and others in attendance. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the summer rolls along, so 

too does BRPC. We continue to 

assist communities with planning 

and project management, work 

with local entrepreneurs and 

businesses on workforce needs, 

build skills and job experiences 

with youth in the region, partner 

with local organizations and citi-

zens on transportation coordina-

tion, and promote community 

and economic development initi-

atives in the Boonslick region.  

 
BRPC staff have been engaged 

with communities on infrastruc-

ture, economic development, 

and transportation applications, 

Certified Work Ready Commu-

nity designation, as well as disas-

ter recovery debris removal ef-

forts with the Northeast Work-

force Development Board and 

state officials on grant-funded 

projects.  

The Missouri Department of 

Transportation (MoDOT) has 

two funding opportunities availa-

ble for local governments. The 

Traffic Engineering Assistance 

Program (TEAP) provides fund-

ing for engineering assistance on 

traffic and corridor safety, opera-

tional analysis or speed reviews, 

pedestrian/bicycle route analysis, 

parking issues, etc. TEAP applica-

tions are due September 9. Also, 

the Transportation Alternatives 

Program (TAP) provides funding 

for infrastructure-related pro-

jects including safe routes to 

school, street crossing and traffic 

diversion improvements, pedes-

trian/bicycle trails, sidewalks, 

conversion of abandon rail corri-

dors, on-road and off-road trail 

facilities, etc. TAP applications 

are due November 1. If you have 

questions on either of these pro-

grams, then please contact us. 

We will provide more infor-

mation and examples of awarded 

projects at our next Transporta-

tion Advisory Committee meet-

ing in August.  

 
By now you should have re-

ceived your membership dues 

invoice in the mail. These funds 

support the planning, technical 

assistance activities and services 

we provide to you - our mem-

bers. This investment allows 

BRPC to provide staffing support 

to work with you and to lever-

age other state and federal fund-

ing opportunities for the region.  

 
BRPC is here for you. Please 

don’t hesitate to contact the 

office at (636) 456-3473 or email 

ceggen@boonslick.org. The next 

BRPC Transportation Advisory 

Committee meeting is Thursday 

August 25 and the general mem-

bership meeting is scheduled for 

Monday September 26.  

Director’s  
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BRPC Hires Youth  Workforce Specialist—Welcome Shilo Dow! 

Boonslick Regional Planning Commission is pleased to announce that Shilo 

Dow has been hired as a youth workforce specialist. Shilo, along with BRPC 

employee Cindy Schwada, will be working to serve individuals ages 14-24 in 

Lincoln, Montgomery and Warren counties.   

Through the Youth program, eligible participants are provided with guidance 

in job searching, resume development and interviewing techniques.  They are 

also given information regarding college planning, financial aid and budgeting, 

and can be placed with employers to learn valuable work skills. 

Shilo has had experience serving as a youth leader in the past and has indicated her passion for seeing young   

people become all they can be.  She has expressed her excitement at having the opportunity to serve the youth  

in the Boonslick region.  Shilo can be reached at sdow@boonslick.org . 

 

Job Fair to be Held in October 

Missouri Job Center staff have started plans to host an area job fair.  It will be held Thurs-

day, October 13, 2016 at the Knights of Columbus Hall in the City of Truesdale.  The event 

will take place from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Businesses wanting to have a table at the job fair can 

contact Missouri Job Center Workforce Development Specialist Dennis James at 

djames@boonslick.org .   
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Boonslick Regional Planning Commission Executive Director Chad Eggen recently 

attended an Economic Development Administration (EDA) conference which was 

held in the Denver Regional Office July 31 through August 3, 2016.  Missouri is 

one of the 10 states that make up the region.  The conference theme of Create, 

Challenge, Change highlighted obstacles faced by economic development stake-

holders, strategies for overcoming these challenges, and innovative approaches 

for moving forward. 

 

Conference participants had the opportunity to 

attend best practice sessions and mobile work-

shops, network with peers, and meet with EDA staff and other Federal partners.  

Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development Jay Williams 

served as the keynote speaker during the conference.  He stressed the           

importance of not only building, but also maintaining partnerships, and that “No 

one can do it alone”.  Collaboration of stakeholders—including governmental 

entities, businesses and individuals—can lead to innovative ideas and solutions to 

move the economy of a region forward.  Once a successful project is achieved, 

work does not end.  It is something to build upon. 

 

Breakout sessions included a variety of interesting topics such as promoting   

innovation and entrepreneurship, matching workforce skills with employer 

needs, multi-region projects, building resilient communities, opportunities and 

challenges of changing demographics, and the importance of diversification to 

strengthen local economies.  Attendees were also able to participate in very   

informative sessions such as effective grants management, successful marketing of 

revolving loan fund programs, various data sources and how to use them effec-

tively, as well as new and existing regulations for EDA programs.  

 

On January 20, 2000, the area 

served by Boonslick Regional 

Planning Commission was      

designated as an Economic     

Development District, making  

it eligible for funding oppor-

tunities through EDA.  This 

designation allows BRPC to 

apply for planning and technical 

assistance grants and leverage    

additional monies for the 

Boonslick region.  

 

The EDA conference provided 

an excellent opportunity for professional development.  Visual presentations and discussions showcased innova-

tive ideas from around the region.  The BRPC staff recognizes the importance of learning about new strategies 

to create programs and initiatives that will help member communities address challenges they face.  In this 

changing world, it is vital that we remain open to potential solutions that may differ from the way something has 

typically been done.  We are excited to keep up-to-date with any opportunities that might benefit the communi-

ties and residents of the Boonslick region.   

 

Create. Challenge. Change.—Economic Development Administration Conference 

Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Economic 
Development Jay Williams 

More than 250 individuals attended the recent EDA conference in Denver.  



 

August 

25 BRPC Transportation Advisory Committee meeting, BRPC, 11:00 a.m. 

September 

5 BRPC office closed in observance of Labor Day 

7 “Starting a Business” workshop, BRPC, 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

9 MoDOT Transportation Engineering Assistance Program applications due 

10 Community Agencies in Partnership meeting, BRPC, 9:30 a.m. 

26 BRPC General Membership meeting, BRPC, noon  

Job Center Workshop Calendar 

The Missouri Job Center in Warrenton offers free workshops for job 

seekers each month.  Please contact us at (636) 456-9467 if you are    

interested in a calendar of events. 
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Montgomery County Pesticide Collection is Successful Event 

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources 

worked with the East Central Missouri Solid Waste 

Management District to set up a free pesticide collec-

tion for farmers and households.  The event was held 

on Saturday, June 4, 2016 in Montgomery City. 

 

Approximately 4,292 pounds of waste pesticide was 

collected from 21 participants.  Participants seemed 

very happy to have the opportunity to properly dispose 

of this waste.   

 

A special thanks goes to Montgomery County officials 

for allowing the collection to be held at the county’s 

road and bridge facility. 

Calendar of Events - Contact us for More Information 

Save the Date! 

EAST CENTRAL MISSOURI 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 
BRPC, Warrenton, Missouri 

Begins at noon, with lunch. 

 


